


Rocinha HOUSING Strategy 
Rochina,Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

The proposal pairs a 
series of small towers with 
the periodic mini-plazas 
along primary corridors, 
reducing the building foot 
print and keeping residents 
rooted in the micro communities 
that their social 
and economic lives depend 
on. 
Making the site walk-able 
Provision of bigger ratio of open 
green spaces in housing to improve 
of the quality of living. 
Introduction of high rise 
residences to accommodate the 
high population density. 



OBJECTIVES   Social dimensions 
The project proposes to use the existing land to provide affordable and low cost housing. This proposed to be realized 

through using the locally available materials, recycling used materials. 

Providing secure and sustainable housing for the community. 

Giving the site identity by using existing feature like views,  

to create a good experience for the pedestrians. 

Environmental dimensions 
A housing project that builds a sense community with proper sanitation and waste disposal 

To use ecologically friendly materials that have minimum negative impact on the environment. 

Design dimensions 
The approach has to put into consideration scaling down activities through proper planning however much land has to 

be maximized.  

Proposing materials that resistant to fires, and stand the test of time and natural disasters putting into consideration 

their cost relative to the function. 

 

      

FACILITIES   The housing proposal proposed two units per 375sqm to make a total of 44 units within 7854sqm. 

 



Physical 
attributes 

• The location of the site presents an 
advantage. The site’s proximity to 
Nansaana Town makes it a great place for 
residential. 
• Site is located is located near a swamp 
that could provide building materials.  

 

  

Social 
attributes 

A mix of high density residence, medium 
low density residence and foreign 
population is an opportunity for rich 
cultural interaction and development. 
 

Transport There is an existing road network in the 
area enables  accessibility within the area.  
Light traffic within the area also means that 
planning projections can easily be made. 
most plots are accessible from the existing 
roads  

 

utilities  The availability of high and low phase 

power lines allows for residential, 
commercial and industrial activities to 
effectively take place.. 
Sloping gradient of the site allowing free 
flow of the storm water. 
 Presence of a final discharge point of 
sewerage (Lubigi). 

 

Existing trees on site can be 
used in construction to cut 
on construction costs. 

SITE ANALYSIS  



TYPOLOGY 

Aligned the day time activities 
spaces and the night time 
spaces on the other side aligned 
by the  middle wall as a datum. 
 
Minimalism in space usage . 
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ITEM UNIT QUANTITY RATE AMOUNT 

FOUNDATION S.M 11.95 12000 143,400 

FLOOR SLAB S.M 86.57 17000 1,471,690 

BRICK WORK S.M 126.88 15000 1,903,200 

DOORS No. 5 200000 1,000,000 

WINDOW No. 8 150000 1,200,000 

ROOF S.M 88.41 35000 3,094350 

TOTAL 8,812,640 
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